NEWS RELEASE
CITY HIRES NEWEST DIRECTOR TO LEAD COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The new director, Johnathan Skinner, fills a crucial role on the management team and is tasked with
redefining the newly formed department in City Hall.
LAKE ELSINORE – (August 20, 2014) – Last week, the City of Lake Elsinore welcomed its newest
Director to oversee the City’s new Community Services Department.
The Community Services Department was formed earlier this year and includes parks, special events
and recreation programs within the City. Johnathan Skinner comes to the City of Lake Elsinore with
nearly 30 years of experience in parks and recreation roles including his most recent position working
for Santee Lakes Recreation Preserve as the Director of Parks and Recreation.
“The Community Services Department is a crucial part of our efforts to elevate the quality of life for our
community by providing essential recreational amenities and programs our residents can enjoy,” said
City Manager Grant Yates. “Johnathan has the experience, energy and enthusiasm we need to build
upon our existing programs and create new opportunities to have fun in our community.”
The Community Services Department is responsible for a variety of activities including park
development, acquisition, and rehabilitation; recreation programs; special events; youth, senior and
volunteer services; and the City’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
Skinner has worked in the recreation departments for several public agencies, including the City of Reno,
Santee Lakes Recreation Preserve, Incline Village General Improvement District in Nevada, and the
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District. While serving as Director of Parks and Recreation in his last
job, he managed a 190-acre Regional Park and Campground, 19 employees, 60 volunteers. While
holding this position, he helped increase park fund revenues by more than $1 million and attracted 25,000
new visitors to the campground in just two years. The campground also received national awards for
excellence during his tenure with the organization.
“I have a passion for park and recreation programs and I am excited to bring this passion to the City of
Lake Elsinore to make a difference in this community,” said new Director of Community Services,
Johnathan Skinner. “We have a unique opportunity to grab on to our vision to ‘Dream Extreme’ and bring
to reality.”
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The Director of Community Services position became vacant after long-time Lake, Parks and Recreation
Director Pat Kilroy retired in May. Following his retirement, the City restructured the Lake, Parks and
Recreation Department. The Community Services Department now oversees parks and recreation
operations for the City and the Public Works Department oversees the Lake.

For more information, please contact: Nicole Dailey, Management Analyst, (951) 674-3124 ext. 314
About the City of Lake Elsinore: The City of Lake Elsinore features Southern California’s largest natural freshwater lake. It
is the second oldest and fastest growing city in Riverside County, celebrating its 125th Year of Incorporation on April 9, 2013.
The City’s current population is estimated at approximately 56,718. The City’s brand and slogan, “Dream Extreme,” exemplify
the scenic beauty and active lifestyle of this 126-year old boomtown. Visitors and residents enjoy water sports such as skiing,
power boating and fishing, a world-class sky diving drop zone, a regional motocross track, professional baseball, an 18-hole
golf course, outlet shops, plus dining and entertainment in Historic Downtown. Visit www.Lake-Elsinore.org for more
information.

