
Lake Elsinore Advanced Pump 
Storage Project (LEAPS)
Virtual Community Workshop

July 30, 2020 



 Introductions & Brief Remarks 
 Natasha Johnson, Council Member, City of Lake Elsinore  
 Jason Gagnon, Senior Advisor, Office of Congressman Ken 

Calvert 
 Juan Perez, Assistant CEO/TLMA Director for County of 

Riverside 
 LEAPS Project Description 

 Nicole Dailey, Assistant to the City Manager 
 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Process, 

Comments and Next Steps 
 David Mann, Deputy City Attorney 

 Questions & Answers 
 Raise Hand or Type Question into Q&A Box

Agenda
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Lake Elsinore Advanced Pump 
Storage Project (LEAPS)

Project Description 

Nicole Dailey, Assistant to the City Manager



The 
Concept



Project 
Description

 Lake Elsinore serves as Lower Reservoir – 3,000 surface 
acres 

 260 ft. dam in Cleveland National Forest (Upper 
Reservoir) – approximately 70 surface acres 

 Underground powerhouse with 2 pump turbine units, 
can produce 500 MW of electrical power

 Project to generate an average of 1,560,000 megawatt-
hours annually

 32 miles of Overhead High-Power Transmission Lines –
170 ft. high, 500 KV

 Construction to take 4 to 5 years primarily on land 
administered by the U.S. Forest Service and County of 
Riverside



The 
Location



The 
Location



Key City 
Concerns

1. Water Quantity and Quality 

2. Shoreline Impacts 

3. Construction Impacts 

4. Community Benefits to Offset 
Long-Term Impacts

5. Obligations to Maintain the Lake 
for Recreational Uses



Timeline of 
Activities

 1997 – LEAPS Project originally proposed
 July 2011 - FERC dismissed original LEAPS Application–

following dispute with Nevada Hydro and EVMWD
May 2017 - Nevada Hydro restarts application process
 April 9, 2019 - City Council votes to oppose the project 
 Aug./Sept. 2019 - City and County of Riverside file Motions 

to Intervene 
 Sept. 2019 – Scoping preparation underway, meeting 

planned for December
Nov. 2019 - FERC halts the process due to U.S. Forest 

Service’s concerns
 June 18, 2020 - FERC issued a Notice of Intent to Prepare an 

Environmental Impact Statement and Soliciting Scoping 
Comments



FERC Process, Comments and 
Next Steps 

David Mann, Deputy City Attorney 

Lake Elsinore Advanced Pump 
Storage Project (LEAPS)



Purpose of 
Scoping 

 Scoping is a way for a federal agency to identify areas for 
environmental study and analysis

 Scoping document contains a preliminary list of environmental 
issues created by FERC based on past comments 
(www.lake-elsinore.org/LEAPS)

 Public may submit comments to ensure the environmental 
review addresses all of the project’s potential environmental 
impacts and considers potential alternatives

 No on-site Scoping Meeting to be held locally by FERC due to 
COVID-19

 City requested that FERC hold a virtual Scoping Meeting. 
Request was denied.

 Written comments are due by August 17, 2020. 



Environmental 
Impact 
Statement
(EIS) 

 EIS is prepared to ensure that a federal agency takes a 
“hard look” at the direct and indirect consequences of a 
project
 In June, FERC committed to preparing a new EIS for LEAPS
 FERC anticipates releasing a “draft” EIS in August 2021
 Draft EIS will be available for review and comment by the 

public (September/October 2021)
 FERC anticipates EIS will be complete (“Final EIS”) in 

January 2022
 FERC will then consider whether to issue the license to 

operate the LEAPS – estimated no later than June 2022



How to 
Submit 
Scoping 
Comments

 Electronic filing at 
www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp

 Brief comments of 6,000 characters or less at 
www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ecomment.asp

 By mail to : 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE
Washington, D.C. 20426

 Clearly Identify on First Page LEAPS Project (P-14227-003)

 Links and more information at 
www.lake-elsinore.org/LEAPS. 

http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ecomment.asp
http://www.lake-elsinore.org/LEAPS


Questions

 “Raise your hand” or type question into the Q&A box. 
 Time limited to 30 minutes for questions. 
 Comments are not being recorded or shared with FERC. 
 Questions only. Those expressing opinions or perspectives 

will be muted. 
 Questions should be for the City and/or County of 

Riverside.
 Answers will not be provided to questions for FERC or 

Nevada Hydro. 
 Other resources for information: 

 Nevada Hydro Project Website: leapshydro.com 
 City Website: www.lake-elsinore.org/LEAPS
 Forest Lake and Communities Coalition: stopleaps.info 



Thank You
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