
                                                        
                                                                                 
                                                         
June 25, 2009 
 
  
HDR 
Lori A. Arena  
Environmental Analyst 
8690 Balboa Avenue, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA  92123  

Re:  The Diamond Specific Plan, City of Lake Elsinore 
 
Thank you for allowing the Riverside County Fire Department the opportunity to comment on 
The Diamond Specific Plan project. 

 
With respect to the referenced project, the Riverside County Fire Department has the 
following comments and a response to your questions. 
 

1. Name and location of the station(s) that would serve the project site. 
 

The proposed project land use would be a Category 1 – Heavy Urban. The 3 nearest 
Fire Stations that would respond to an incident are: 

RCO Station # 94, Canyon Hills, 21775 Railroad Canyon Rd, Lake Elsinore, CA 

RCO Station # 10, Elsinore, 410 W. Graham Av., Lake Elsinore, CA 

             RCO Station # 61, Wildomar, 32637 Gruwell St., Canyon Lake, CA  

 

2. Please describe the existing staff levels and equipment at the station(s)? 
 
All the above mentioned RCO Fire Stations are staffed full-time, 24 hours/7 days a 
week, with a minimum 3 person crew, including Paramedics, operating “Type-1” 
structural fire fighting apparatus.  

Station # 10 Elsinore, has two Cal Fire Type III engines staffed with one Fire Captain 
or Fire Apparatus Engineer and three firefighters during declared fire season. 

 

3. What is the average response time to the site from the fire station(s)? 
 

From the above listed fire stations, the first unit should arrive within 3-4 minutes  after 
dispatch, the second within 4-5 minutes and the third between 7-8 minutes.  These 
times are approximate. 
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4.  Are current staff levels (and equipment) at these stations sufficient to meet existing demands for 
fire and emergency medical services? 
 
Current minimum staffing levels of 3 persons per responding unit presently meet existing demands.  

  

5.  Can the stations handle this increase in services or would additional services be required?  If 
so, what additional services would be needed (i.e. additional staff, vehicles, etc.)? 
 

As with any additional construction within a response area, a “cumulative” increase in requests for service 
will add to the Fire Department’s ability to provide adequate service.  Mitigation measures, as defined by the 
City of Lake Elsinore, should be considered in order to help reduce these impacts to a level below 
significance.  Examples of mitigation measures might include:  
 

• Developer participation in land acquisition and fire facility construction; 
• Equipment upgrade and/or purchase; 
• Participation in a fire mitigation fee program which would allow one-time capitol improvements such 

as land and equipment purchases, and construction development. 
• Participation in the cost of adding additional personnel.  

 

6.  What are the fire flow requirements for the project site? 
 

All water mains and fire hydrants providing required fire flows shall be constructed in accordance with the 
appropriate sections of Riverside County Ordinance No. 460 and/or No. 787, subject to review and approval 
by the Riverside County Fire Department.  

Fire flow requirements within commercial projects are based on square footage and type of construction of 
the structures. The minimum fire flow for any commercial structure is 1500 gallons per minute, at a residual 
operating pressure of 20-psi, and can rise to 8000 gallons per minute, (per Table A-lll of the California Fire 
Code).   

 

7. Does the project site provide adequate primary and secondary access for fire department 
vehicles?  Yes 

 
The access appears adequate from the revised Proposed Circulation Network Figure 2.3-4, that was 
submitted June 15, 2009. 

 

 



 

8.  Are there any Riverside County Fire Department impact fees that the project will be subject to? 
 
 
The applicant shall comply with the provisions of the County Development 
Impact Fee (DIF) Ordinance (Ord. 659), which requires a fee payment that the County applies to the funding 
of public facilities, including fire protection. 
 
The California Fire Code outlines fire protection standards for the safety, health, and welfare of the public.  
These standards will be enforced by the Fire Chief. 
 
If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at (951) 940-6349 or e-mail at 
jason.neumann@fire.ca.gov. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jason Neuman 
Fire Captain 

Strategic Planning Bureau 
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 Telephone Record 
Project:   Diamond Specific Plan Project No:   101221 

Date:   June 17, 2009 Subject:   Lake Elsinore Police Department Will Serve 

Call to:   Deputy Dean, Lake Elsinore Police Dept Phone No:   951-245-3300 

Call from:   Emily Lipoma Phone No:   858-712-8352 

 
Document3 

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action: 
 
 
 
Station serving project site is 333 West Limited 
 
No unique law enforcement problems foreseen 
 
The LEPD holds a 1.5 per 1000 residents ratio, currently that ratio is met, if the project increases the 
population by more than 1,000, further personnel would be needed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 

 

Project:   Diamond Specific Plan EIR 

Date:   Feb 16 2010 

Call to:   Emily Lipoma 

Call from:  Deputy Dave Fonterell 

 

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action: 

Deputy Fonterell confirmed the current Lake Elsinore Police Department does meet the current response time 

of 5 minutes.   
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Telephone Record
 Project No:        

Subject:   Public Services, Police Response 

Phone No:   858 712 8352 

Phone No:   951 245 3300 

the current Lake Elsinore Police Department does meet the current response time 
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Telephone Record 

Public Services, Police Response  

Document2 

the current Lake Elsinore Police Department does meet the current response time 
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 Telephone Record 
Project:   Diamond Specific Plan Project No:   101221 

Date:   June 17, 2009 Subject:   Library Will Serve 

Call to:   Emily Lipoma Phone No:   858-712-8352 

Call from:   Mark Smith, Riverside County Library 
System 

Phone No:   951-369-3003 ext 227 

 
Document11 

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action: 
 
 
 
Mark Smith, Library Administrator 
 
Which libraries would serve the project area: Lake Elsinore Library at 600 West Graham St and Lakeside 
Library 
 
Lake Elsinore Library is 7,500 square feet with 66,879 items 
Lakeside Library, which is a joint use/ shared facility with Lakeside High School (the Vick Knight 
Community Library) is 10,000 square feet with 25,060 items 
 
The existing library facilities in the project area are adequate to meet current populations 
 
Existing library facilities in the project area will be adequate to meet the future project demand 
 
Mr. Smith does not have any recommendation that might help reduce any potential impacts to the libraries 
that would be generated as a result of the proposed project. 
 
The Riverside Library system does not collect impact fees from projects in incorporated areas. 
 
A new 25,000 square foot library in the Lake Elsinore area has been discussed, although it is currently on 
hold.    
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