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NATIVE NATIONS LISTENING SESSIONS SUMMARY 
 
Integral to the General Plan Update community engagement effort are the Native American Tribes 
(Native Nations) Listening Sessions.  The Listening Sessions’ intent is to better understand the Native 
Nations’ concerns and integrate the perspectives into the General Plan and planning process, as 
appropriate. The Listening Sessions supplement the State-mandated tribal consultation processes as 
defined by Senate Bill 18 and Assembly Bill 52.   
 
Two Native Nation Listening Sessions were conducted: 
Session 1: Thursday, December 5, 2024 6:00 pm, Cultural Center 1138 North Main Street, Lake 

Elsinore, California 
Session 2: Thursday, March 13, 2025 2:00 pm, Lake Elsinore City Hall 130 South Main Street, 

Conference Room A, Lake Elsinore, California 
 
The agendas for both Listening Sessions are included in the appendix. 
 
The following tribes and tribal related organizations received email invitations to attend the Listening 
Session 1 in December 2024. 

 
▪ Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 

Indians 
▪ Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 
▪ Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
▪ Cahuilla Band of Indians 
▪ Juaneño Band of Mission Indians 

Acjachemen Nation – Belardes 
▪ Juaneño Band of Mission Indians 

Acjachemen Nation 84A 
▪ La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians 
▪ Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and 

Cupeno Indians 
▪ Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
▪ Pala Band of Mission Indians 
▪ Pechanga Band of Indians 
▪ Pauma Band of Luiseno Indians 
▪ Quechen Tribe of the Fort Yuma 

Reservation 

▪ Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians 
▪ Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians 
▪ Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
▪ Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
▪ Torres – Martinez Desert Cahuilla 
▪ Riverside/San Bernardino County 

Indian Health, Inc 
▪ Morongo Tribal TANF 
▪ Native American Environmental 

Protection Coalition 
▪ The Happier Life Project 
▪ Spirit Plate 
▪ Southern California Tribal 

Chairman’s Association 
▪ California Indian Manpower  

 
Listening Session 1 attendees included representatives from the Pechanga Band of Indians 
tribe.  A Pechanga Band of Indians representative read a statement from the Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians requesting City staff to contact the Soboba Band’s representatives directly.  
 
Listening Session 1 provided an overview of a General Plan, the Lake Elsinore General Plan 
Update process, and the Listening Session’s purpose and intent. Damaris Abraham, City of 
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Lake Elsinore Community Development Director, and planning consultant, MIG, staff members 
Jose de Jesus Leal and Lisa Brownfield asked participants to respond to questions about the 
tribes’ vision and core values; the significance of Lake Elsinore to the tribes, any specific 
areas/topics of concern, and what a successful future partnership looks like. In summary, tribal 
representatives stated the lake is the origin of the world, source of life, and a sacred place. 
 
Two Pechanga Band of Indians representatives participated in Listening Session 2. The 
conversation: 

• explored pertinent issues facing both the tribe and the City as the General Planning 
process moves forward, and 

• suggested possible policies or actions the City should explore for inclusion in the 
General Plan including but not limited to: 

o presence of a Tribal Consultation Policy (TCP),  
o encouraging project applicants include meeting with tribal representatives as part 

of a project’s due diligence; and 
o convening ongoing coordination meetings between tribal representatives and City 

staff. 
 
No additional Listening Sessions are anticipated.  However, a tribal representative, associated 
tribal organization, or the City could request a third Listening Session be conducted. 
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Appendix: Native Nations Listening Sessions’ Agendas 
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